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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment after non-final filed 15 January 
2009. Claims 3-32 are pending. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 15 January 2009, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-10 and 15-26 under Shifrin et al. (WO 95/05122) or Gilles et al. 
(US Publication no. 2006/0052866) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Winston (US Patent no. 5,607,378). 



Claim Objections 

3. The objections to claims 4 and 6 have been withdrawn in view of Applicant's 
amendments and remarks. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The rejections of claims 1-3, 13-15, and 18 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite have been withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendments 
and remarks. 
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5. Claims 13, 14, 31, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. Though the specification mentions 
the term "warp fibers", it is considered that there is insufficient written description 
concerning what the warp fibers are comprised of. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3, 9, 15, 19, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Winston (US Patent no. 5,607,378). 

In regard to claim 3, Winston describes a wrap for use while exercising. The 
wrap 14 is designed to be attached to a limb in an "encircling relation", col 2 lines 8-12. 
The wrap 14, as depicted in figures 5 and 6, is constructed such that it is longer than it 
is wide and when placed around a subject places more compressive force at the center 
than along its sides, see figure 1 , due to strap 46 and the patch 40. The wrap as 
described in Winston is considered to be an analogous equivalent to the wrap as 
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claimed since it is suggestive that the structural features of the wrap of Winston can be 
adapted to fit around any member with a round cross-sectional area to provide 
compressive support, wherein more compression is exhibited around the center. 
Therefore modification of the wrap of Winston to be used as a compressive support of a 
blood vessel would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art since it would involve a 
modification to the wraps size and material compatibility. 

In regard to claim 9, the wrap of Winston is constructed out of stretchable fabric 
which is considered to be a woven material, col 2 lines 56-60. 

In regard to claim 15, the wrap of Winston has a centrally placed strip of material 

46. 

In regard to claim 19, the wrap 14, as depicted in figures 5 and 6, is constructed 
such that it is longer than it is wide, figures 5 and 6. 

8. Claims 4-8, 23, 27, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Winston (US Patent no. 5,607,378) in view of Cohen (US Patent no. 
3,467,077). 

In regard to claims 4-8, and 23, Winston describes the invention as claimed 
except for the deforming device comprising an inflatable chamber. Cohen describes a 
blood pressure cuff, with similar features to the wrap of Winston. The Cohen cuff is 
comprised of a strip of fabric to affix an inflatable bladder, col 1 lines 25-30. Therefore it 
is considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the modify the wrap of Winston in view 
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of Cohen since Cohen demonstrates that a piece of material such as the wrap of 
Winston are capable and are known to have inflatable bladders. 

Further in regard to claim 23, the cuff of Cohen, has two tubes 23 and 24 that 
allow the bladder to be inflated. It is considered that the tubes are capable of being an 
opening for a fluid. 

In regard to claim 28, if the wrap described by Winston in view of Cohen were 
modified to fit a blood vessel, the inflatable chamber of Cohen, when inflated is capable 
of deforming a vessel. 

9. Claims 10, 17, 22, and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Winston (US Patent no. 5,607,378) in view of Gilles et al. (US 
Publication no. 2006/0052866). 

In regard to claims 10, 17, and 26, Winston describes the invention as claimed 
except for the choice of materials used to construct the wrap. Gilles et al. describe a 
method for treating a stiffened blood vessel by applying an elastic membrane wrap 6, 
formed of biocompatible material, and engages the blood vessel in such a manner as to 
reduce the diameter of the blood vessel, para 29-30. The wrap of Gilles et al. is 
constructed out of knitted or woven material from biocompatible polymers, para 93. 
Modification of Winston in view of Gilles et al is considered to be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art since it would only involve the choice of materials appropriate for 
the intended use of the wrap. 
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In regard to claim 22, the wrap of Gilles et al. is shaped to allow for good 
conformance with an aorta, para 25-26. 

In regard to claims 24, 25, and 27, the wrap of Gilles et al. is constructed out of 
elastic silicon or elastic polyurethane material, para 42. 

10. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Winston 
(US Patent no. 5,607,378) in view of Cohen (US Patent no. 3,467,077), further in view 
of Sano et al. (US Patent no. 5,51 1 ,551 ) 

In regard to claim 20, Winston in view of Cohen describe the invention as 
claimed except for the slimmed region near the longitudinal midpoint. Sano et al. 
describe a blood pressure cuff, with similar construction for a wrap as described by 
Winston and Cohen. Figures 9 and 1 1 of Sano et al. show the cuff with a region with an 
indentation, considered to be a slimmed region, near the longitudinal midpoint. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Winston and Cohen to have a slimmed region since this 
feature is described to be known in the art by Sano et al. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 11-14, 16, and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

12. Claims 29-32 are allowed. 
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Conclusion 

1 3. In view of the new grounds of rejection, this action is made NON-FINAL. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian T. Gedeon whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3447. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl H. Layno can be reached on (571) 272-4949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Carl H. Layno/ Carl H. Layno 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3766 Examiner 

Art Unit 3766 

/B. T. GV 

Examiner, Art Unit 3766 
27 April 2009 
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